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Notes from the composer:

The inspiration for “Avenue L’ comes from my time living on the farsouth side of Chicago called, interestingly,
“The East Side.” The roads in this rusty neighborhood of the Windy City follow the wity-wide grid system;

east-west roads are named “streets” and north-south roads named “avenues.”

Chicago city planners spent all of the good avenue names while expanding west of downtown. Consequenth@
as the city continue to expanded south and to the east around Lake Michigan, there were no names left f

East Side avenues. The city planners resolved to simply use letters ﬁ
[ lived on Avenue L for a time and discovered that a unique and diverse culture ha \\J d af a he
remains of shipyards and steel factories that built the Chicago we know today

The streets and avenues of the East Side—and for Chicago more generall an mt@ ave of one-ways,
m

dead ends, railroad crossings, and odd-angled intersections that can b sing t ers and visitors.

The rumble and screech of trains, passenger or otherwise, add a c ound the scene; the soaring

interstate nicknamed “the skyway” rises above the entire nelg on a r metal bridge that looks like
something straight out of the industrial revolution. My fri [ used t@ that Avenue L kind of sound-
ed like “heaven or hell” when you said it fast enough.

The area’s quirks make the madness beautiful: the @ess draw S and their watchtowers, the aging
drydocks and the flora that slowly reclaim the McD@@ s somehow slapped in the middle of a

six-lane freeway.

[ tried to capture some of that beautiful madness h@o
Q
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